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In 2020, I discovered something horrible. I was racist against Asians.

I was abandoned in Korea, adopted by an Italian mother and raised in a town 
so small and white, someone actually asked her, “How’re ya gonna understand
her when she starts speakin’?” 

Being Asian meant decades of convincing people I belong to the family I love.
Being Asian labeled me with a stereotype I knew nothing about and utterly
despised, creating a monster whose skin and almond eyes betrayed a lifelong,
impossible quest to be Italian. 

Though fiercely loved and protected, I never felt safe. I was taught to fear the
other, knowing the other was me. 

I started writing to heal a wound. Now I write to heal others, creating characters
who think they’re not enough, desperate to prove they’re worthy of being saved.

I wrote AS I AM to explain the unexplainable. Adoption is both beautiful and
traumatic—and one experience doesn’t lessen the other.







LUCIA (Lew-CHEE-ah) ORLANDO (30)
Korean-American adoptee who believes she’s Italian. Her dream
to be Carmela Soprano in “STUGOTS! The Broadway Musical”
is her fast track to self love - she’ll be Italian in everyone’s eyes.
Lucia’s a fish out of water in her hometown, but worse - in her
own family. She has never felt safe a day in her life, so she’s
become a master of disguise while impossibly striving to be The
American Dream for her aggressively-loving mother. Lucia
denies being Asian at every turn, even refusing rice when she
secretly loves it. That’s some sad shit. 



ELVEDA ORLANDO (70) Italian-American, is
Lucia’s obnoxious yet loving mother who looks
like a dumpling but she’d shiv you in your
sleep. A pathological liar who believes Lucia
lives the American Dream and insists love
heals all wounds, especially when forced. She
believes nurture crushes nature and she and
Lucia are 100% Like Mother, Like Daughter.

DR. MELFI (40s)  He is everything Lucia
wishes the world to be - blind. Dr. Melfi is the
first person to love Lucia AS IS. Abandoned
by his birth parents for his blindness, he
deeply understands Lucia’s trauma and
sense of other. Whereas Lucia plays victim,
he plays savior. Like everyone else in town,
Dr. Melfi collects and shoots guns.

The youngest of Lucia’s three brothers,
VITO ORLANDO (33) Italian-American, 
is hard-working and manages the family’s
failing deli, hoping for the parental praise
his adopted sister gets with ease. Vito
feels forced to sacrifice everything to his
sister, including his wife, who’s also
Lucia’s BFF.





Episode 5Episode 5

Episode 6Episode 6

Episode 7Episode 7

Episode 8Episode 8

orphan me



One of these things
is not like the other

Me and my bros



we shot it, so you
don’t gotta



Stephanie writes for everyone who’s adopted. 
She writes for everyone who hates looking in the mirror. 
She writes for her children, so they may always love their eyes.
 
In a pinch, Stephanie can perform a reverse vasectomy. 
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Stephanie lives in Los Angeles and is currently ISA’s Story Farm Fellow,
Roadmap’s Diversity Fellow, studied at UCLA extension and placed as a Finalist
for Austin Film Festival, Final Draft’s Big Break, CineStory, PAGE and The Writers
Lab winner. A Broadway and TV/Film actress in the time when presenting as Asian
was a detriment, she has turned the pain of her race into a superpower.
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